
Students from Adelphoi Village
now have the opportunity to gain
hands-on vocational skills through 
the implementation of a Vocational-
Technical Program for adjudicated
youth.  The pilot initiative opened
January 12 at the Eastern-
Westmoreland Career and Technical
Center (EWCTC) in Derry Township,
Westmoreland County.  

The program operates Monday
through Thursday from 3 to 5 p.m.
Students are bussed to the program
after they have completed a full day
of school at Dr. Robert Ketterer
Charter School on Adelphoi Village’s
main campus in Latrobe.  Because
this program is provided in conjunc-
tion with Adelphoi Village’s existing
educational program, the partici-
pants will still have the opportunity to
complete their graduation require-
ments or complete their GED.  

The program was initiated with
24 students in grades 9 through 12
who are in residential placement at
Adelphoi Village.  Opportunities are
available in one of four career
preparation tracks:  computer
repair, office technology, building
construction, and culinary arts.  

Due to limited space, participa-
tion in the program was selective.

The students were recommended by
their teachers and counselors based
upon age-appropriateness, motiva-
tion, academic achievement, length 
of placement, interest and aptitude.

According to Rich Romeo, 
administrator of the Vocational-
Technical Program, the program is a
welcome addition to Adelphoi Village’s
continuum of services.  “We have found
that adjudicated youth tend to be
tactile learners, and thrive in an envi-
ronment where their hands-on actions
produce immediate, measurable results.
This program will not only offer them
the opportunity to enhance their
future, but will provide them with a
written vocational plan to do so.”

Sandra Barnaby, a foster parent with
Adelphoi Village, has been chosen as
Pennsylvania State Foster Parent
Association Foster Family of the Year 2008.
A slight woman by her appearance, a stal-
wart woman by her nature, Sandra Barnaby
has fostered the vulnerable youth of
Pennsylvania for 20 years.  Beginning in
1975 and inspired by their faith, she and
her late husband Stephen made a decision
to give back.  Over the years, Mrs. Barnaby
went on to foster more than 40 youth,
specifically reaching out to pregnant and
parenting teen girls.  When Stephen
passed away in 1991, Sandra temporarily
phased out of foster care following the sale

of her home, but returned to Adelphoi
Village in 2004.

To attend a Barnaby family function is to
attend a living resume of her service.  She
makes no distinction between her foster
daughters and biological daughters; they
are all her girls, and their children her
grandchildren.  Three of Sandra’s girls who
were teen mothers when she and Stephen

Congratulations to
Sandra Barnaby ~ PSFPA

Foster Family of 2008

continued on page 3
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ADELPHOI VILLAGE’S NEW VOCATIONAL-
TECHNICAL PROGRAM

Give a man a fish and you feed
him for a day. Teach a man to fish
and you feed him for a lifetime.

- Chinese Proverb

Sandra with Dirk Matson and Robin Klimke
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Dear Friends,
Throughout its history,

Adelphoi USA has been
committed to serving
communities of need
through exemplary and
affordable human service
programs for children,
youth and families.  While
most in the community
recognize our outreach
activities toward at-risk
teens through our Adelphoi
Village branch of service, many are
unaware of some of the other social
service areas that we address as a
larger organization. Homes Build
Hope is one of four human service
entities that fits beneath the Adelphoi
USA umbrella.  Since 1990, Homes
Build Hope has provided safe, afford-
able housing to low-income individuals
and their families.  Today, this program
is a shining example of what can be
accomplished through hard work and 
a solid commitment to facilitating
collaborative projects with community-
focused organizations.  Since its creation,
Homes Build Hope has created 70
housing units that provide decent,
affordable housing to those in need
throughout Westmoreland County.

Since last year, Homes Build
Hope has been is working with
Connect, Inc. on the creation of a
homeless shelter in Westmoreland
County for individuals with serious
and persistent mental health issues.
The program will be modeled after
a “safe haven,” which refers to 
a type of permanent supportive
housing with a low-demand approach
for the chronically homeless and
mentally ill.  Safe haven programs
have been successful in other commu-
nities throughout the United States at
helping mentally ill, homeless people
stabilize their disabling conditions so
that they can maintain a residence. This

would be the first such
program in Westmoreland
County.

The proposed shelter,
called Safe Harbor, will
consist of 12 inter-connected
residences with adequate
residential and program/
group living space provided.
The facility will be able to
serve a maximum of 12
individuals. The shelter will
be located at 218 S. Maple

Avenue in Greensburg, directly above the
Welcome Home Shelter for women and
families, also operated by Connect, Inc.
The building that houses the two shelters
is owned by Homes Build Hope.

Connect, Inc., in cooperation with
Homes Build Hope, launched a capital
campaign to raise funds to renovate the
3rd floor of this facility to accommo-
date the Safe Harbor program.  A total
of $811,000 is needed to renovate the
space and install an elevator. Total
contributions to date have reached that
$811,000 goal. Contributors to the
project include:  Westmoreland County,
The Community Foundation of West-
moreland County, Staunton Farm
Foundation, Robertshaw Foundation,
PNC Charitable Trust, Southwestern PA
Human Services, Homes Build Hope,
Richard King Mellon Foundation, and
Federal Home Loan Bank.  The project
is slated for completion by late
September, 2009.  

As an organization committed to
those in need, we will continue to
keep our eyes and minds open to
other areas of service in which we
can play a key role. Through the
administration of critical program-
ming, Adelphoi USA will continue to
serve those most at-risk and vulner-
able in our society.

Sincerely,

Blair A. Kucinski, Ed.D., CEO

SHARE THE BLESSINGS OF YOUR HOME.
SOME CHILDREN NEVER EXPERIENCE

THE LOVE OF A FAMILY OR THE
SECURITY OF A HOME.

BECOME A FOSTER/ADOPT PARENT WITH

Foster/Adoptive Services
Call Paul Johnson at

724-838-9074
1-800-KID-5928

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Spring 2009
The Adelphoi Times is published by
Adelphoi USA and contains information,
listings, events, programs and notes
pertaining to Adelphoi USA and its
services: Adelphoi Village, Adelphoi,
Inc., Homes Build Hope and Dr. Robert
Ketterer Charter School.

Editorial Comments
Sue Weiss
Community Relations Coordinator
Phone: 724-424-3516
Fax: 724-424-3534
E-mail: suew@adelphoivillage.org

Adelphoi USA
352 Main Street
Latrobe, PA 15650

www.adelphoiusa.org

Blair A. Kucinski, 
Ed.D., CEO



SPEAKERS BUREAU
Invite Adelphoi staff to speak at your club, organization, or civic group, or
arrange to have your group meet at Adelphoi Village. Topics will be
geared to your specific needs and may include:

Adelphoi Village - A Service of Adelphoi USA
• General information (history/overview)
• Specific program information
• Current and future projects
Adelphoi Village Foster/Adoptive Services
• General information (history/overview)
• Specific program information
• How to become a foster or adoptive parent

May
17 Adelphoi Golf Classic

Spirit of Hope Reception
Latrobe Country Club
Latrobe, PA

18, 19 25
th

Adelphoi Golf Classic
Laurel Valley Golf Club
Ligonier, PA

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

MISSION STATEMENT
Adelphoi USA is a  nonprofit corporation  serving communities of 

need through exemplary and  affordable human  service programs 
for  children, youth and  families.
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Adelphoi Volunteer Opportunities
Call Sue Weiss in Community Relations 

at 724-424-3516
For more information on any event please
contact Community Relations at 724-424-3516 

Adelphoi Smokeless Bingo 
Held Every Tuesday
Join us at the Adelphoi
Campus (across from
JIOIO’S) every Tuesday
afternoon at 3:00 p.m.

The Speakers Bureau 
is a free service of

Adelphoi. For more 
information, or to schedule
a program, please contact

Sue Weiss in the
Community Relations

Department at 
724-424-3516

fostered in the late 1980’s are still
very close to her, and their children
call her “grandma.”  Her giving
reaches such an extent that she has
inspired her children and foster chil-
dren to become foster parents
themselves.

Additionally, Sandra actively
participates as an officer in the
Adelphoi Village Foster Parent
Association and as a member of her
church congregation.  Her example
of loving children through foster
care has been an inspiration to
many families within and outside of
her local congregation.  Several
such families have become foster
and adoptive families because of

her encouragement.  This dedica-
tion aids not only these helping
organizations, but provides a
supportive community for the
wayward teenagers in her home.

In our quest to better serve
children at risk, our agency has
been blessed with many capable
and exceptional families.  Sandra
Barnaby stands apart in her
length of service, commitment to
her children, and her altruistic
nature.  Such selflessness is a
virtue too often taken for
granted.  We congratulate Sandra
Barnaby on her award.
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Sandra with Matt Iwaniec

~ Matt Iwaniec, Caseworker
Foster/Adoptive Services

Congratulations to Sandra
Barnaby continued from page 1

Your support is vital to Adelphoi’s
work with children, youth and 
families. Any contribution made
through the enclosed envelope will
make a difference in the life of a
child. Thank you.

Sandra plays Santa at Foster/
Adoptive Christmas Party
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ADELPHOI VILLAGE’S NEW VOCATIONAL-
TECHNICAL PROGRAM continued from page 1

It’s now easier to lend your support!

Individuals can now make donations to Adelphoi
online with their credit card through PayPal’s secure

network.  PayPal accepts Visa, MasterCard, Discover and Amer ican Express.
Transactions made through PayPal are fast, free and secure.  To make a
donation, log onto www.adelphoivillage.org, click support Adelphoi Village,
click the Make a Donation button and follow the instructions.  All donations
are tax deductible and support Adelphoi’s mission to pro vide quality serv-
ices to children and youth. Thanks for your support!

SVC Project
On Saturday, January 24, thirteen

student volunteers from Saint
Vincent College held an event on our
campus.  Kelly King, Director of the
Office of Service Learning and
Community Outreach, joined the
students for their volunteer project.
This volunteer project was in honor
of Martin Luther King Day.  The Saint
Vincent student volunteers were
assigned the task of creating inter-
esting activities for the girls from
Adelphoi group homes.  Adelphoi
girls from four group homes were the
audience for the event.

The Saint Vincent students set up
stations for manicures, hair styling,
picture framing, bracelet making,
and tie-dye.  The Adelphoi girls were
encouraged to ask the students
questions about college life and their
post-college goals.

Our thanks to the following Saint
Vincent students for making the
event so enjoyable:  Quillian Reid,
Jacoby Freeman, Jenny Maresca,
Nicole Swanson, Zheilla Cordero,
Mileena Vergari, Lloyd Burns,
Charmaine Jemmison, Joe Kennis,
Nicole Matich, Stephanie Tate, Walt
Drennan, Casie Poorbaugh.

At the start of the program,
teachers work with each student to
develop a Vocational Action Plan.  
The Plan outlines vocational-related
goals, as well as goals for career
pursuit and/or training after comple-
tion of the program.

In addition, students will learn 
critical job readiness skills that will
prepare them for finding, obtaining
and keeping a job.  Skills imparted
through this program include inter-
viewing, filling out an application,
punctuality, dealing with conflict, 
interacting with co-workers, dressing
appropriately, budgeting, workplace
ethics and goal-setting.

Prior to discharge from residence
at Adelphoi Village, the students will
develop an Aftercare Plan, which
includes a Vocational Action Plan.  
For youth who are 15-16 years of 
age and returning to their local high
school, Adelphoi Village staff will 
work with the school to ensure that
they have access to the vocational-
technical program within his/her
school district.  For youth who are 
17-18 and graduating, Adelphoi
Village will assist them in completing
their GED, obtaining additional 

education through local trade schools
or community college, or transitioning
to employment.  Adelphoi Village will
also work to develop relationships with
local trade unions, food service estab-
lishments and area businesses 
to assist with job placement.  

“The overall goal of the initiative is
to provide students with the knowledge
that they need to make appropriate
career choices and the vocational 
and job readiness skills necessary for
successful reintegration into their
respective communities,” said Romeo.

Adelphoi Village intends to expand
this program in Fall 2009 to include a
larger population of students and
other career tracks.
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This past summer, the young men of Greystone
banded together and constructed a twenty-one
foot long, eight foot wide covered bridge. Using 
a variety of skills and plenty of teamwork, the 
guys made a replica of the old fashioned covered
bridge.  Working all summer long and braving the
heat, the men accomplished this feat. The photos
above show a progression of the work.

Colony Home WCCC
Colony Home residents, Jennifer B. and Tatiana A.,

spoke to an Introduction to Social Work class at
WCCC.  They spoke of their experience at Adelphoi
Village, and shared their views on what makes an
effective counselor.  They also participated in a ques-
tion and answer session.

Jennifer B., Tatiana A. with WCCC instructor, Renee Dadey

Matt G. creating
a Christmas
scene on the
office window 
at Dr. Robert
Ketterer Charter
School

Psychologist from Singapore Visits MST
In February, a psychologist from Singapore visited

Adelphoi Village’s Multisystemic Therapy (MST)
program.  Our guest, Jiaying Lim, a forensic psychol-
ogist working for the Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports, traveled to the
United States pursuing information and experiences
that would help her understand MST.  Her mission
was to gather information regarding the operations
of MST programs in order to provide an informative
presentation to the Department of Rehabilitation
when she returns to Singapore.

Greystone
Builds Bridge

School
Window
Painted

- Gary Soltys (MST Director)
























